
 

Appendix 3.  

For teachers: preparing to read a story  

These are some ideas for preparing to read a story effectively, which 

might be useful for trainees and new teachers.  

Preparing a reading 

Seating The teacher should sit on a low 
chair, so that all children can see 
the book easily, and make sure 
that everyone is comfortable. 

Voices Choose the best voice for: 
 the narrator: a neutral voice 
that won’t detract from the 
characters’ voices or a voice that 
gives away what the narrator is 
thinking 
 
The main characters: high- or 
low-pitched? quick or slow? Not 
everyone can imitate accents 
successfully, but real life offers a 
multitude of voices to draw on: 
the needy ‘Could you make me a 
cup of tea?’; the ‘I’m so 
disappointed in your behaviour‘; 
the voice for interviews; the 
‘furious’ voice when something 
goes wrong.  
 
Remember, the voices have to 
be maintained for the whole 



story. If there are too many, it 
can be difficult for the children 
to identify them. 

Pauses Decide on the best places to 
pause to convey shock, concern 
or, sometimes, just to tease. 
Pausing builds anticipation. 

Word meanings Wait until the second reading to 
explain words. Tell the children 
the meaning: if they already 
know it, there is no point in 
asking; if they don’t, the 
question is pointless and 
encourages only guessing. If only 
a few children guess, it will 
distract others from the story. 
Even if some children do know 
the meaning, it might not be, in 
any case, the correct meaning in 
the context of the story. Use 
short asides to explain a word or 
a specific use of a familiar word 
to avoid disrupting the flow, 
such as ‘leapt – that’s a big 
jump’ or – in the context of the 
story – ‘a spin – that’s a fast ride 
in a car’ 

Asides Use asides to show reactions to 
particular events:  
‘I can’t believe he did that!’  
 ‘Oh, my goodness. He’s not 
happy.’  
‘Whatever will he do next?’ 

Memorable words and 
expressions 

Colour your voice to give words 
meaning: whooped, wondered, 



wailed or to convey an action: 
sprouted, quivered, squirmed. 
Emphasise memorable words 
and phrases. These will feed into 
children’s vocabulary and 
awareness of the syntax of 
literary texts and increase their 
comprehension. Use phrases 
from the story later in different 
contexts, when children know it 
well. For example, when they 
recognise: ‘Is there room on the 
broom for a dog like me?’, they 
can enjoy being asked, ‘Is there 
room at the table for a teacher 
like me?’ 

 


