
 

Appendix 2.  

Supporting children’s thinking  

These are some ideas for supporting children’s thinking, which might 

be useful for trainees and new teachers.  

Effective strategies to support children’s thinking 

Give time – make sure you have given the child enough time to 
respond. Wait for at least six seconds. 
Delay – make sure the child has waited until you have finished your 
request. 

Focus attention – make sure the child is looking towards you and 
listening to your request. 

Repeat – repeat the request again, after sufficient waiting time. 

Simplify – break your request down into parts or make it simpler. 
e.g. instead of ‘Before we go for lunch, we need to wash our hands’ 
say ‘First we’ll wash our hands. Then we’ll go to lunch.’ The 
sequence of events is clearer 

Use questions to clarify – check the child understands by asking 
questions at a simple level first. 

Focus on the feature – help the child focus on the feature they 
need to look at to be able to understand your question. e.g. if 
asking how two items are alike, draw attention to relevant 
similarities, such as colour or size. 

Forced alternatives – give the child two choices. e.g. ‘What is he 
doing? Is he running or jumping?’ 

Gesture – use gesture to help the child understand or to cue in to 
the correct answer. 

Rephrase – repeat the request in a different way. Don’t do this too 
quickly, since the child may still be processing the first request. e.g. 



(1) ‘Please could you pick up the litter from under your table?’ (2) 
‘There is litter under the table. Please pick it up.’ 

Sentence completion – When asking questions that need a defined 
answer, model the response by beginning it, prompting the child to 
repeat how you start. Adult: What colour is it? … It is ……… Child: It 
is … blue. Adult: How many sides does the shape have? The shape 
has … Child: The shape has one, two, three, four … five sides. 

Demonstration – show the answer without talking and then ask 
again, while demonstrating. e.g. ‘What will happen if we put water 
in this broken cup?’ 

Experience the concept – help the child to experience the answer. 
e.g. ‘How does it feel? Let’s touch it to see how it feels.’ 

Relate known to unknown – help the child to relate the request to 
previous experiences. e.g. ‘Let’s touch the spaghetti. The spaghetti 
feels hard. How will it feel after it is cooked? Remember when we 
cooked the potatoes? How did they feel?’ 

Model thinking and comprehension monitoring ‘That’s a hard 
question. I need to think about that.’ ‘I’ve forgotten what you said. 
Can you say it again for me, please?’ 

 

 


