
 

Appendix 6 Decodable texts for children beginning to learn to read 

The following four texts illustrate the importance of children reading 

books that are matched to the grapheme-phoneme correspondences 

(GPCs) they already know.  

A Reception child learning through a typical systematic synthetic 

phonics (SSP) programme might know:  

the phonemes corresponding to each letter of the alphabet  

the phonemes corresponding to ‘ck’, ‘sh’, ‘th’, ‘ng’, ‘ee’, ‘oo’, ‘or’, ‘ar’  

exception words: ‘to’, ‘the’, ‘we’. 

The child would not be able to decode any of the words in red in 

the first two books below 

Book 1: What do they like to eat? 

What does a bird like to eat?  

A bird likes to eat worms.  

What does a giraffe like to eat?  

A giraffe likes to eat leaves.  

What does a seal like to eat? A seal likes to eat fish.  

What do you like to eat? 

 

Book 2 – Splash 

Josh and Alex got their boots.  

They went to the park.  

Josh saw a big puddle.  



He jumped in it. Splash!  

Alex got wet. He kicked the water.  

Splash! Josh got wet. 

 Then they went home.  

Their boots were full of water! 

The child could decode every word in the next two books below 

(Books 3 and 4). 

Book 3: A Trip to a Planet  

Look up! A ship!  

Will it land? Yes. Let’s run and see it.  

A thing with three legs and six arms got off. Can we get in? Yes, get 

in! 

Up, up, up we went on a trip to a far planet. We had fun.  

Then we went back. 

Book 4: Shark Facts  

A shark is a fish.  

It has fins and a soft skeleton to help it swim fast.  

As soon as a shark pup is born, it can fend for itself.  

Sharks keep dropping worn teeth and getting extra teeth.  

A carpet shark can get as long as a truck. 

 


