
 

Appendix 4 – An alphabetical code chart 

The following chart lists the main phonemes in English with example 

words. 

The order corresponds to the chart in Appendix 5: Pronouncing 

phonemes.  

The pronunciation of a few graphemes varies according to accent 

(noted with an asterisk). For example, the ‘u’ in ‘but’ is sometimes 

pronounced the same as the ‘oo’ in ‘foot’. To reflect different 

regional accents, the chart does not use the International Phonetic 

Alphabet (IPA).  

The chart excludes many rare grapheme-phoneme correspondences 

(GPCs), as well as graphemes that are likely to be taught as suffixes, 

such as the ‘–ed’ representing the /t/ sound at the end of ‘jumped’. 

Words with less-common GPCs are in brackets.  

Note: This chart is not suitable for teaching children to read. 

Consonant phonemes Words with graphemes that 
correspond to the consonant 
phonemes 

/p/ pin, happy 

/t/ top, letter 

/k/ key, cat, duck (school, mosquito) 

/ch/ chip, watch 

/f/ fish, coffee, photo (rough) 

/th/ thin 

/s/ sun, dress, city (house, prince, 
listen, science, psychology) 

/sh/  ship (chef, sugar) 

/h/ hat (who) 



/r/ run, cherry, write (rhino) 

/l/ lip, bell 

/b/ boy, rabbit 

/d/ dog, ladder 

/g/ go, bigger (guide, ghost, 
dialogue) 

/j/ jet, giant, bridge 

/v/ van (have, of) 

/th/ that 

/z/ zip, fizz, is (cheese, sneeze) 

/zh/ treasure (camouflage) 

/m/ man, hammer (comb, autumn) 

/n/ nut, dinner (gone, knee, gnat) 

/ng/ ring, sink 

/w/ wet, wheel (penguin) 

/y/ yes (onion) 

 

Vowel phonemes Words with graphemes that 
correspond to the vowel 
phonemes 

/ee/ feet, beach, me, happy, evening 
(key, field, machine) 

/i/ dig (gym) happy* 

/e/ egg, head (said, any) 

/a/ cat 

/u/ up (come, young) 

/o/ on (want) 

/oo/ (short) book (would) 

/oo/ (long) moon, clue, flute, flew (you, 
fruit, do, through) 

/a-e/ ape, rain, play, baby (they, eight, 
steak) 

/i-e/ kite, light, mind, fly, pie 
(eiderdown) 



/ou/ out, down (bough) 

/oe/ bone, boat, snow, go (toe, 
though, plateau) 

/oi/ coin, boy 
/aw/ saw, sauce, ball (caught, 

thought) for (door, sore, four, 
warm board) 

/ur/ burn, person, bird (work, earth) 

/ar/ far fast* 

/air/ hair, square, bear (there) 

/ear/ near, steer (here) 

/ǝ/ (schwa) yoga, the, animal, lemon, 
suspend (borough) bigger, 
doctor, polar (colour, centre)* 

 

Common combined phonemes Words with graphemes that 
correspond to combined 
phonemes 

/ks/ box 

/kw/ queen 

/yoo/ uniform, due, cube, few 
(neutral, beauty) 

/ǝl/ little, tunnel (pencil, animal) 

 

 


